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EEPORT OF THE CIVIL ADAONAUTICS DLOARD
on the
Investigavion of e¢n accident Inveolving Lircraft
During s Local Instruction Flight

Instruector Ralph Russel Pet<rs was seriously mnjurcd and his stu-
dent, Fronecis K. Xearnev, recoived minor injurics in an accident which
oceurred epproximately 6 miles southcist of Bloonsburg, Pennsylvania,
about 2:15 p.i. on Jenuary 8, 1944. Peicrs held a commercizl pilot
certificate with sin, le-cngine land, 0-330 h,p. and flight instructor
ratings. He had accumlated approxinately 2114 sclo hours, about 1500
of which were in the type airereit inveolved. Kearncy, a War Training
Servace Nevy troince, haa flovm approximately 13 solo heurs, The air-
craft, a Waco UPF-7, NC 20973, owmecd by the Dofense Plant Corporstien
and being, operated by Aircraft Services Consclidated, was cxtensively
damaged.

Peters and Kearncy took off from the Bloomshbur: Airport at approxi-
mately 1:26 p.n. for a local instruction flight, About 45 mimutes later,
after practicinpg a sequeace of mancuvers at approximatcely 1500 fcet, the
instructor gove the student a srmuleted forewa landing. Recovery was
effected approxinately 300 feel above the ground ond aftor climbing chbout
200 fect, theo engine beeane rourh and lost power, Instructor Peters took
over the controls, applied carburctor heat end headed towwrd an open
fisld. L5 the plane nzared tne ground, the engine picked up. Beli-ving
that he had overcome ¢ carboretor icing condition, Peters aeciaded to con-
timue flight, Shortly thercaficr, howover, power was alnest completely
lost #na he found himsalf cenfronted wzth the necessity of makang 2 tam
at a very low altiiude 59 averd trevs Jhead ond to rcach a field saitable
for landing. During this turn the lower left wing struck the ground and
the planc ecartwhzeled and skidaod on tne bottor: of the fuselare approxi-
mately 100 fect ovor a decply furrowed, frozen faeld,

A thorough chzck of the »n,ine revealed noe sign of any mechanieal
Tailure of the engine and vvadence indicated that carburctor icing caused
the loss of power which nceessitated o fereed landing. The pilot stated
that on previous oveceasiens he had successfully cleared the engane of
carburetor ice by the use of carburetor heat and that in this i1nstance
he could have cormplsted a forced lenaing wathout damege to the plane had
he made & landing vhen the engine first lost power.

The probable cause of this accident was loss of pover at a low alta-
tude, due to carburetor icing.
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